Highland Environment Forum  newsletter    18 May 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

The Scottish Government is consulting on National Parks - including, what should be the priorities for current National Parks, and where should there be new ones. 

The consultation is in the form of an 'Ideas' page - so you can choose to simply vote for your priorities, add a comment, or add new ideas. Closes 3 June. It is very easy to do - even I have got my act together to do so - and to share my (personal) thought that the whole of Scotland's nature should be valued as though it was part of a national park . . .

If anyone would like to join us at Inverewe on 26th May for Biochar and bryophytes in Scotland's Rainforest a couple of places have become available.
The single-use plastics ban comes into effect 1 June  - Info from Zero Waste partners.

News
· Why Green Health Week is the perfect time to reconnect with the natural world
· Norway ban on EU beam trawlers
· Concerns grow that new UK Marine Strategy will mean UK governments are no longer accountable for seabird recovery
Blogs
· Forum website: Help research ~ share your experience of creating new woods 

· Important Fungus Areas by Alistair Whyte, Head of Plantlife Scotland

· Scotland's Nature: Enhanced Shepherding: Working together to find solutions to a complex issue
· The future of farmland conservation in Scotland: discussions with NatureScot at the PARTRIDGE demo site, Balgonie

Report
· Rural Land Market Insights: A report to the Scottish Land Commission

Podcasts
· NatureScot podcasts covering many subjects from coastal erosion to wildlife gardening and the importance of genetic diversity

Jobs
· John o’ Groats Trail Developer - 2-year contract. No set closing date

· RSPB Abernethy, 2 Mountain Rangers. Contract to end Sept. Closing date 20 May 

· Climate Network Coordinator for Skye, Raasay and Lochalsh. Closing date  23 May.  

· Green Hive, Nairn, Volunteer and Events Assistant. Need to be unemployed or completing work experience. Closing date 27 May 

· NatureScot: new board members. Closing date 30 May. 

· CWA Native Woods Project Officer. 6-month contract. Closing date 3 June

· Forestry & Land Scotland, Peatland Restoration Forester for Lochaber and Mull. Closing date 10 June

Events
· May is national walking month. 

· Unexpected Gardens, Caithness is touring from 28 May to 11 Sept 
May
· until 20 May Nature Friendly Farming Week 

· until 22 of May Green Health Week: Give Nature a go!. Find events  

· 21 May @10.00 - 13.00 : Pest and disease control' - protecting your plants/ crops. @ Highland Liliums, Kiltarlity. Led by professional gardener, Sue Mullins. To find out more and book a place email grownorth@transitionblackisle.org 

· 24 May @ 14.00 - 16.00 SCCAN training workshop: Improving Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 

· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development 

· 27 May @ 19.00 Biological Recording in Scotland: Online Spring Conference 

· 30 May @ 14.00 - 15.30 SCCAN Sociocracy Taster Webinar by Sociocracy for All

28 May - 5 June Orca Watch. Based at John O'Groats, but with watches around the coast of Caithness, North Sutherland, Orkney and Shetland. You can watch a daily round up online
June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old

· 5th June RECYCLE @16.00 - 18.00 in Eden Court. Artist Julia Barton, Andy MacVicar from GreenHive, Nairn, and Julien Moreau from Plastic@Bay, Durness. Book a place 

· 6 and 20 June @ 14.00 - 17.00 SCCAN, Introducing Sociocracy

 HYPERLINK "https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introducing-sociocracy-sociocracy-for-all-2-5pm-6th-20th-june-online-tickets-310450053467" \t "_blank"  (aka Dynamic Governance) 

· 7 June @ 09.30 - 15.30 Trellis Networking Seminar: Balintore, Tain 

· 7 June @ 17.30 - 18.30 SCCAN Storyteller Collective: Writers Skillshare Monthly conversations about climate and environmentally-themed stories, write-in sessions, and more! 

· 8 June MAKE @ Cromarty (beach near the cinema)  @16.00 - 18.00. Artist Julia Barton will lead a hands-on workshop encouraging people to experiment making bioplastic from seaweed. 

· 8 June @ 19.00 - 20.00 Tea and Trees All Welcome: Your woodland creation questions answered 

· 13 June @ 15.30 - 17.00 SCCAN networking cafe: Let’s Talk About Transport!  

· 16 June @ 12.00 - 17.00 Game On for Nature - Online Conference
· 25 June - 3 July Highland Climate Festival 

· 26 June - World Sand Dune Day - and events from Dynamic Dunescapes
With regards,
Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)

T. 01381 600243

unsubscribe
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry  and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
